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NOTABLE EXAMPLES OF POTTERY RECENTLY 

ACQUIRED 

In the October number of the Bulletin reference was made to a rare 
sgraffito plaque made in Holland in 17 18. The illustration which was crowded 
out appears in this issue. 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries Delft ware was pro- 
duced in various parts of England. One variety was coarser in body, glaze, 
and decoration than that of other English tin enameled pottery. The enamel 
possesses a yellowish hue and the bottoms of pieces are usually covered with 
lead glaze instead of enamel, the decorations being usually in blue with touches 




ENGLISH DELFT (LAMBETH (?)) DISH 

Mounted Figure of King Wil'iam III. 

Eighteenth Century 



of green and yellow. Most characteristic are the large circular dishes with 
rudely drawn figures of royal personages, Adam and Eve, and other biblical 
subjects, with trees roughly daubed on in green color with a sponge. Such 
plaques are now rare. A fine example, recently procured for the Museum 
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SGRAFFITO DISH 

(18 Inches in Diameter) 

Made in Holland in 1718, probably by Derek Rahmeckers 

Described in the BULLETIN for October, 1908, page 63 

The red pottery body is covered with a coating of white slip, through which the design is engraved. The colors 

of the decoration are yellow, green and red. 
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GLASS GLAZED JUG 

Rakka Ware 

Thirteenth Century 




•GOMBROON" WARE BOWL 
Persia, Seventeenth Century 
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collection, bears a decorative design representing King William III. mounted 
on a horse. The colors are grayish blue, yellow and green, with dabs of blue 
around the edge. The plaque measures twelve inches in diameter. Some 
authorities attribute these objects to Staffordshire, but we are inclined to 
ascribe them to Lambeth, the earliest seat of Delft manufacture in England. 

The thin white pottery of Persia, with pierced decoration filled in with 
transparent glaze, is believed by some authors to be the "Gombroon" ware 
mentioned by Horace Walpole, which derived its name from the seaport of 
Gombroon (Bander- Abbas), in the province of Kirman, opposite Ormuz, in 
the Persian Gulf, from which place came the Oriental wares which were first 
introduced into England in the seventeenth century. A small bowl, or saucer, 
recently acquired by this Museum, is composed of thin, creamy white paste, 
very light in weight, with delicate piercing around the sides. In the bottom 
are ornaments painted in black. 

At Rakka, on the banks of the Euphrates, not far from Aleppo, glass 
glazed pottery, of coarse, granular body, has been brought to light through 
recent excavations. The striking peculiarities of Rakka ware are a black, or 
brown, ornamentation on a blue, or greenish, or brown ground, over which a 
heavy glass glaze has been applied, which is frequently covered with a silvery 
sheen, closely resembling the iridescent patina of Phoenician glass, produced 
by long burial in the earth. This ware is supposed to date from the ninth 
to the thirteenth century of our era. A similar ware has been found at 
Sultanabad, Persia. A characteristic bowl of Rakka ware, purchased for the 
Museum collection, is shown in the accompanying illustration. E. A. B. 



NOTES 

New Art Handbook — The Art Handbook on The Maiolica of Mexico 
is now ready for distribution. It is profusely illustrated with half-tone text 
cuts and several excellent full-page color plates, some of which have been 
reproduced, from colored drawings made by pupils of the School connected 
with the Museum. Copies will be sent to members of the Corporation, on 
application, free of cost, while to others the charge will be $2.10, delivered. 

Basement Improvements — Rapid progress is being made in fitting up 
the large apartment beneath the south entrance. The plastering of the walls 
has been completed and after the floor has been laid the Pompeian Views and 
large Centennial Model will be installed there. 

Founders' Week Exhibits — Numerous important objects from the 
Founders' Week Loan Exhibition have been procured for the Museum, among 
which may be mentioned some decorative iron stove plates, made in Eastern 
Pennsylvania in the eighteenth century ; an enormous calash, formerly worn 
by Mrs. Robert Morris ; examples of Tucker and Hemphill porcelain made 
in Philadelphia between 1825 and 1838; pieces of old American stoneware, etc. 



